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Commissioner for Patents 
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Sir: 

Responsive to the Office Action mailed February 7, 2007 in the above- 
identified patent application, reconsideration of the application is respectfully 
requested in view of the following remarks and the accompanying Terminal 
Disclaimer. 


The Declaration Evidence of Record 

The Office Action criticizes the Declaration of Dr. Iris Ziegler under 37 
C.F.R. §1.132 filed December 15, 2006 on grounds that the Declaration is 
directed to the process of making the product and not to the claimed product. 
This criticism misapprehends the nature and significance of the Declaration 
evidence. To be sure, the Declaration describes how the claimed product was 
made, but the Declaration then goes on to characterize the properties of the 
claimed product comprising a compound formed of tramadol hydrochloride and 
diclofenac sodium and compare them to the properties of a tablet formed from a 
mixture of the same two active substances. As noted in the Office Action, a 
compound is characterized by having different properties than its constituents. 
The different release profile and the different differential scanning calorimetry 


